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Ata Meeting of Citizens from every part of the State, 
holden in Boston, 27th February, 1815. 


The Hon. JOSEPH WHITON, in the Chair, 
Resolved, unanimously, That we confirm the Nomi- 
nation of His Excellency CALEB STRONG, and His 
Honor WILLIAM PHILLIPS, as Candidates for 
GOVERNOR and LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR 


of Massachusetts for the ensuing year; and that they 


shall receive our unanimous and zealous support. 
The Committee appointed to preparean ADDRESS 


to the Electors, having made, a report : and the same 


having been read and considered, it was 


Resolved, wnanimously, That the same be accepted, 
that it be signed by the President, and Secretary, and 
published in the papers. , 


THE ADDRESS: 


FELLOW-.CITIZENS, 


WE are again called to fulfil the duties of 
electing our Chief Magistrates for the year ensuing. 
It belongs to the occasion to inquire into’ the grounds, 
on which confidence in candidates proposed for our suf- 
frages is claimed, and the principles, on which they 
are. to be supported. 


A new scene of things has opened upon us 3 and one 
as unexpected as it is novel. Peace has been restor- 
ed to our country, at a time when all its financial re- 
sources seemed to be annihilated. Ata moment, when 
no man could discern the means, by which the war 
was to be prosecuted, it is of a sudden, at an end. 
From a depth of despair, apparent ruin and despon- 
dency, we are raised, as if it were by magic, to better 
prospects, and more tranquil hepes. . The natural ten- 
dency of such a state of things is to weaken the sense 
of public duty and to relax patriotic efforts. The loss 
resulting from the long protracted term of war and 
eommercial embarrassment is to be retrieved. To this 
object, Industry and Virtue are about to bend all their 
thoughts. While making the expected, coming, years 
of plenty to compensate the past years of famine, there 
is hazard, lest what we owe to our country should be 
forgotten, or neglected. It is worthy of us all to guard 
against that apathy, or indifference to general obliga- 


tions, which is apt to result, more or less, in all men, — 


but chiefly in the best, from anticipated prosperity and 
actual employment. It is the condition of a republic 
that the energies of the good and virtuous, in what they 
deem the cause of their country can never be remitted. 
When such men relax their efforts they are sure to 
lose, what they have thus not the energy to preserve. 
For the evil principle is always at work. Ambition, 
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vanity, the desire of office, or of gain, incessantly im- 
pel the opponents of whatever is wise and honorable. 
If not met with a zeal and firmness, in some degree » 
proportioned to the malign and vindictive spirit, by 
which they are actuated, their success is inevitable, 
and years of sorrow and of ruin may intervene, before 
the good andthe virtuous portions of the community 
are able to’ regain the loss, which a short season of 
apathy, or an unseasonable indifference, may have oc- 
casioned. : 


Those, who expected that Peace would bring inter- 
nal tranquillity and soften the asperities of party spirit, 
already begin to perceive their mistake. The termi- 
nation of the war is made by the adherents of adminis- 
tration, a new source of malignant contumely and clam- 
our against their political opponents. . All the old 


falsehoods are repeated and new ones fabricated, for 


the occasion. What we have suffered and what we 
have lost are carefully concealed. A Treaty, which 
gives us peace, is represented as glorious, when it has 
given us nothing else. And it is attempted to make 
us believe that all the objects of the war have been 
obtained, when every thing, for which it was declar- 
ed has been abandoned ; and many things, which we 
before possest, are either made dubious, or absolutely 
lost. We are called upon to rejoice, and we do re- 
joice at peace; not because any thing has been gain- 
ed by the war, but because of our deliverance from 
ihe innumerable evils, which this act of administration 
had brought upen us. A short retrospect will prove 
the truth of these assertions. 


The avowed objects of the war were to obtain a 
repeal of the Orders in Council ;—an abandonment 
of the practice of Illegal Blockades, and of that of 
Impressments. Not one of these objects is obtained 
by the war 3 or even so much as named in the Treaty. 
‘he Orders in Council, it is well known, were repeal- 
ed antecedent to the knowledge of our declaration of 
war; and as for the rest, a scrupulous silence is ob- 
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served, in the Treaty, upon every one of these topics. 
How that war can be said to be honorably terminated, 
» in which infinite blood and treasure are lost, and not 
one object, for which it was declared, is obtained, we 
are at a loss to imagine. ° It.is now pretended that by 
the war we have got glory; and that this glory is a 
better security against impressments than treaty stip- 
ulations. But the object of the war was a treaty stip- 
ulation. 


‘¢ The result of his [the President’s] deliberations,” 
says Mr. Madison, in his letter to Mr. Monroe of the 
3d of Feb. 1807, “is, that it does not comport with 
his views of' the national sentiment, or the legislative 
policy, that any treaty should be entered into with the 
British Government, which includes no article pro- 
viding for impressments.” 


On this ground the treaty made by Monroe and 
- Pinkney, in 1806, was rejected. Yet a treaty is now 
made, which includes no such article ; and now it is 
said no such article is wanted. Why then the war? 
We are, on this point, just where we set out. Can 
such an event be called honorable ? 


But we are not merely at the point at which we set 
out. On this very question of impressment, we are 
worse, much worse, than under the treaty negociated 
by Monroe and Pinkney. The evidence of this fact 
exists in the hand writing of Mr. Monroe, the present 
Secretary of State and of War; one of the anthors of 
- this war; and one of the admirers of this. treaty of 
peace. This gentleman, in his letterto Mr..  “*son, 
(then Secretary of State) dated Richmond, Fe. 
4808, speaking of the treaty, which Mr. Jeffers. 
jected and the Note of the British Commissioners 
Nov. 8, 14806, accompanying that treaty, says :— 


“ The ground on which that interest was placed by 
that paper of the British Commissioners was sora 
HONORABLE AND ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE UNITED 

STATES ; it contained a concession in their favor, on 
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the part of Great Britain, on the great principle of 
contestation never before made by a formal and obliga- 
tory act of the government, which was highly favorable 
to their interest ; and it also imposed on her the obli- 
gation to conform her practice under it, till a complete 
arrangement should be concluded, to the just claims 
of the United States.” 


We in vain look, in the treaty negociated at Ghent, 
for any such concession in our favor. We in vain 
look for the ground in that treaty, on which the inter- 
est of impressment is honorably and advantageously 
placed. How tien, compared with a previous state 
of things, can this treaty be called honorable ? We 
have not only not gained that prize, which we fought 
to obtain, but we have lost even that boon, which was 
antecedently proffered to us. 


The recent treaty is undoubtedly prudent. And as 
far as it implies necessarily an abandonment by our 
administration of mischievous errors and vain preten- 
sions, it may be called honorable; for such it always’ 
is to confess our mistakes and to be sensible of our 
weakness. But in no other sense is it entitled to that 
appellation. We do not mean to censure this retrac- 
ing of their policy, on the part of the American goy- 
ernment. On the contrary we rejoice at even this late 
evidence of their return to a sense of their obligations, 
Still more—we are willing to hope that they have 
gained some wisdom from the perception of those un- 
necessary evils, they have brought upon their coun- 
try. Sheald a new course of policy result—should 

Commerce. instead of being oppressed, be protected— 
Should the measures of administration be shaped more 
for the thterest of the nation and less for the purposes 
of party;—should that day at length come, which 
was, fifteen years ago, promised by the great leader of 
democracy, as soon to be expected, but which has 
never yet arrived, when the only question concerning 
a candidate for official confidence, shall be, Is he hon- 
est? Is he capable? Is he faithful to the Constitus 
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tion ? the Federalists will be the first to hail those 
auspicious times. But until some evidence result 
that new dispositions are really cultivated ard new 
courses of political conduct really proposed, it is their 
duty to act as though “the Ethiopian could not 
change his skin, nor the’ Leopard his spots.” They 
must be true to themselves, if they would not be false 
to their country. They must act upon the principle, 
that the only security against bad men in the admin- 
istration of the general government, is to be found in 
vesting that of the State in the hands of the best. 


When Federalists take a retrospect of the measures 
they have advocated and opposed during all the erit- 
ical period, of the last eight years, they have no cause 
of regret, and much for exultation and self congratu- 
talib a 1805, when British orders in coustil first 
began to interfere with our colonial trade, they depre- 
cated the attempt to coerce foreign nations, by Com- 
mercial Restrictions, they recommended an attempt 
to negociate. Commercial regulations were notwith- 
standing putin train. ‘Their operation was found ia- 
compatible with the very existence of negotiation. 
Mr. Jefferson, the great author of the system, was 
obliged to come to Congress and recommend their sus- 
pension ; for while they were permitted to operate, it 
was found that all negotiation was hopeless. They 
were suspended. Nogotiation progressed and termin- 
ated as Federalists had foretold, in a treaty which 
both Monroe and Pinkney, the pillars of Madison’s 
power, pronounced to be honorable. The treaty was 
rejected, on the ground that it contained no treaty 
stipulation relating to Impressments. At that time, 
the Federalists maintained that: this treaty ought to 
have been ratified; that it was true, as Monroe had 
averred—a better one could not be obtained. It was, 
however, rejected. And what has been the result? 
We have had years of Embargo, of Restrictions, and 
WAR ; and now administration and its partizans are 
compelled to rejoice at a treaty, which contains no 
stipulations concerning impressments, none granting 
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any new commercial privileges, but which, from the 
want of stipulations which former treaties possessed, 
renders questionable, rights which before were or 
might have been, if our administration had chosen, ~ 
unquestionable. The Islands in the bay of Passama- 
quoddy, before the war, in our possession, as of right, 
are now left in the possession of the British until the 
title to them be decided by Commissioners. A doubt 
is thrown over our rights to fish on the Grand Bank, 
on all the other Banks of Mezwfoundland and in the 
Gulph of St. Lawrence, by the omission in the treaty 
of Ghent, of an article similar to the third article of 
the treaty of 1783, by which those rights are specific- 
ally recognized by Great Britain as belonging to the 
United States. The liberty to fish on the coast of 
Newfoundland and on the coasts, bays, and creeks, 
of all the other British dominions in America, as also 
the liberty of drying and curing fish in the unsettled 
parts of Nova Scotia, Magdalen islands and Labra- 
dor, which the same article secured to us, is now ab- 
solately lost. The direct trade between the United 
States and the British possessions in the Kast Indies, 
which the third article of Monroe and Pinkney’s 
treaty obtained, is also lost. And all the principles 
relative to the mutual conduct of the two nations, 
touching Search and Blockade, articles of Contra- 
band, the Colonial trade and reciprocity in commerce 
_and navigation, and in duties and imports, which this 
treaty had arranged on terms, not denied to be in a 
great measure satisfactory, remain totally unnoticed 
and unsettled. What then have we gained by this 
war ? Rather how much have we lost ! 


When the EMBARGO was proposed, it was de- 
precated by Federalists as unconstitutional and ineffi- 
cient forthe object, at which it was levelled. It was 
tried for three years and was abandoned. The exper- 
iment was found destructive to ourselves, and instead 
of inflicting that ruin upon Great Britain and her col- 
onies, its advocates pretended to expect, it was to the 
former a measure of indifference, and to the latter was 
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productive of a degree of prosperity, which some of 
them had not only never before witnessed, but had not 
ever before even anticipated. 


Next came NON-INTERCOURSE and NON. 
IMPORTATION, with their odious brood of land 
seizures, dwelling-house searches, and custom-house 
office despotism. Again the result fulfilled the pre- 
dictions of Federalists. ‘The land groaned under the 
oppression. Honest Commerce was depressed. Kna- 
vish Commerce patronized. The Merchant was sor- 
rowful and disappeared. 'The smuggler was fall of 
joy, and walked unblushing upon the high places of 
trade. Our streets were deserted—Grass grew on 
our wharves—the tenants quitted our stores, and only 
custom-house spies “ look’d out of their windows.” 

Last of all came WAR. he greatest curse which 
Providence permits to afflict the nations of the earth ! 
Tt came. With what riotous exultation and extrava. 


gant promises, on the part of the friends of adminis-— 


tration; with what melancholy forebodings on the 
part of the Federalists, is within the recollection of us 
all. According to the anticipations of the former, the 
law of Blockades was to be made to cease ; the prac- 
tice of Impressments to be-obliterated ; the St. Law- 
rence and its tributary waters from the Lake of the 
Woods to its mouth, was to be ours by the right of 
conquest ; by the same right Canada, and Nova Sco- 
tia, and Florida, and the West India Islands, were 
to be annexed to us. In the dreams of these vision- 
ary statesmen, Russia being overrun and Great Britain 
colonized, Bonaparte was to reign in the old world, 
and Madison and Monroe in the new ; alike in pow- 
er; alike in principle ; alike feared. detested and’ wor- 
shipped. It is needless to say how bitter has been 
the disappointment; how shameful the self delusion. 


The Federalists, on the contrary, saw, in this war, 
every thing put at hazard, without the hope of gain- 
ing any thing. They did not, perhaps, anticipate so 
complete a discomfiture, in our designs upon Canada, 
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as we- have witnessed; but, in their success, they saw 
ruin to our republican institutions. For an army suf- 
ficient to subjugate and keep possession of the Cana- 
das, would have been an army sufficient to have over- 
run Wew England, with the aid of its cooperating: 
political divisions; and in the overthrow of the sys- 
tems of this section of country, they saw the annihila- 
tion of whatever principle ofjiberty, or safety, exists in 
our civil Constitutions. The Federalists did not an- 
ticipate—(for who on this globe of earth did ?)—the 
complete prostration of, Napoleon’s power. On the 
contrary they coincided in the then known opinion of 
their political opponents that it was.a power hasten- 
ing to universal dominion with a rapidity that nothing, 
within human view, could stop. But instead of being 
willing to link the fates of their country to those of 
that conqueror, by throwing the weight of our repub- 
lic into his seale, against that of the apparent defend- 

_er of the liberties of Europe, their policy was to yield 
much, and suffer much, rather than swell, by the ad- 
dition of their power, that flood of tyranny, which 
seemed about to desclate humanity. he event of the 
European contest, contradicted indeed the melancholy 
anticipations of the Federalists, as well as the fond 
hopes of their political opponents. Bonaparte fell, 
and with him fell the crest of our administration. 
From that moment one vain pretension has been 
yielded after another; until at last, all our sufferings 
and all our sorrows—all our expenditure of blood 
and treasure have eventuated as well as respects our 
territorial, as our commercial rights, in something 
worse than the status ante bellum. After the sacrifice 
of perhaps Thirty Thousand lives and two Hundred 
Millions of dollars, with a bankrupt treasury, and 
our administration at their wit’s end, all parties are in 
extacies that we are permitted to escape out of war 
with the abandonment of all our proud pretensions 
and of some of our undoubted rights. 


In their course of policy, in relation to the conduct of 
the War, the Federalists of Massachusetts have abun- 
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dant cause for joy and satisfaction. Atall times, they 
have stood forth the guardians of the State and Na- 
tional Constitutions against the encroachments of am- 
bitious and unprincipled men. They have saved our 
Militia from being marched to invade Canada, and 
our citizens from the horrors of Conseription. Although 
in the violence and clamour of the time their voice 
was but little heard, yet their sentiments and princi- 
ples are upon record, and will remain to future ages 
a monument of political purity and justness of purpose ; 
as well as an example of firmness and vigor, in main- 
taining their integrity, in times of great temptation ‘and 
difficulty, which posterity will delight to hovor and to 
hold up for veneration. In-a war, waged without jus- 
tiflable cause, having pillage and conquest for its ends, — 
domestic corruption, patronage and calumny for its 
means, they withstood the current at the precise line 
of constitutional duty: They neither stimulated to in- 
surrection, nor did they shrink from legitimate oppo- 
sition. ‘They dared to withstand the asperities of evil 
tongues, and to vindicate their rights and maintain 
iheir duties, in despite of slander, revilings, back-bit- 
ings and malignant aspersions, more to be feared than 
the sword. They were edlunmiated as contemplating 
ihe dissolation of the union. But the result of their 
deliberations at Hartford and in the Legislature proves 
both their firmness and fidelity to it. Although Ja- 
bouriig under “oppressions, which make even wise 
men mad,” they sought relief only in amendments, 
sanctioned by the express authority of the Constitu- 
tion. When the perils of the war began to spread 
terror along our sea coast and the clamours for protec- 
tion from the state government, under the countenance 
of the present democratic Candidate for Governor, be- 
came almost general; the protection demanded was 
afforded. And the treasury of the State was opened 
for the payment of the Militia called into general ser- 
vice. An extra session was held in October, and an 
army of Ten Thousand men ordered to be raised. 
Eyents rendered it probable that they would not be 
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wanied. Strong, true to the best interests of the state, 
declined to exercise the power and influence, thus 
vested in the Executive. His firmness, in this instance, 
probably saved half a million of dollars to the Com- 
monwealth. 


The policy of Massachusetts has been victorious. , 
Had she joined with ardor in the conflict, it is morally 
certain we should have been, at this hour, at war. 
That vindictive spirit of administration against Great- 
Britain, and their strong desire to possess themselves 
of the Canadas, were alone repressed by the convic- 
tion that the strength and resources of Massachusetts 
eould not be commanded for the purposes of conquest 
and invasion. Knowing, as the event has proved, 
that the attainment of the pretended objects of the war, 
was, by war hopeless, the federalists of Massachusetts 
lent no aid or countenance to any of its offensive ope- 
rations. Abhorring the system of carrying fire and 
sword into imocent and unoffending colonies, they 
were unwearied in their appeals to the consciences and 
feelings of men against it. When invasion was threat- 
ened, they. yielded to the sense of duty and were fore- 
most in vindicating and preparing to exercise the par- 
amonnt right of self defence. The islands in the bay 
of Passamaquoddy and one other place in our State 
were, indeed, occupied by the enemy. Neglected by 
the General Government, Castine was permitted to be 
surprized, perhaps for the very purpose of overcoming 
our antipathy to the war, and of mingling us in its hor- 
rors and in the guilt of its continuance. But the steady 
mind of our pilot was as little shaken by the presence 
of danger as by its anticipation. He saw how idle 
and vain were al] pretensions of an intention in our 
enemies to subjugate us. ‘To command the Militia of 
Massachusetts to storm, at that time, the best fortified 
place in the United Statés, without a navy, was hope- 
jess. ‘The attempt would have eventuated, in all hu- 
man View, in a scene the reverse of thatatNew-Orleans. 
Sineé, instead, as there, of a militia, being entrenched 
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to their chins, and veteran troops assailing fortifica- 
tions. here, the scene would have been reversed :—vete- 
ran troops entrenched and militia the assailants. In 
such case what hope of success? From what blood- 
shed? From what miseries and distress, has the wise 
system of STRONG shielded the Eastern section of 
the country? How many fathers, the stay of their 
families; how many children he hope of the deelin- 
ing years of their parents now live, the joy and the 
pride of their country, who would have been the 
bleeding and mangled victims of war had he listened 
-and yielded to the demands of the agents of adminis. 
tration? This then is his and our glory. Our souls 
are not stained with the blood of men slain in a wan- 
ton and self provoked contest. ‘The tears of widows 
and the curses of orphans ascend not to heaven in wit- 
ness against us. We have preserved our State and 
our people, and shewn an example to future ages of 
men, who dared to be honest and wise in the worst of 
times. 


It is said by our political opponents, that we share 
not with them in the glories of the field of battle. To 
all laurels won in Canada they are: welcome. Those, 
which have been gathered in defence of our soil, be- 
long almost exclusively to the Militia. Their glory 
is ours. Who ever thought that a country containing 
seven millions of people was incapable of maintaining 
its independence, or was not able to repel invasion 
from its shores? Was it for this purpose that war was 
declared ? Did we invite this fury upon our land to 
show to the world that we could stop and punish its 
aggressions ? God is just. Invasion, on both sides, 
has been checked in the blood of the assailants. It 
is, indeed, glorious to extinguish ‘the flame of war. 
BuT THE GREATEST GLORY OF ALL WOULD HAVE BEEN, 
NEVER TO HAVE ENKINDLED IT. 


Tn making this recapitulation we have yielded rather 
to necessity than to our inclinations. Were these fol- 
lowed, we should willingly forgive our political oppo- 
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nents all that is past, and forgetting party distinctions, 
strive only with them, who shall be most alert in re- 
pairing the breaches, in our prosperity, which the war 
and the anti-commercial spirit of our rulers have made, 
But this course we are not permitted to pursue. Cal- 
umny, misrepresentation and obloquy are again made, 
on their side, the basis of a struggle for power. Fed- 
eralists must therefore, however reluctantly, prepare 
themselves for new political contests. They must 
unite as men, if they would defend their civil institu- 
tions from the destruction, which is meditated against 
them. Let the years of 1810 and 1844 be remember- 
ed. Tn the projects of that time they see developed 
the hearts of the leaders of our political opponents. 
They will see that the struggle is not for a mere tem- 
porary influence, terminating in predilection for par- 
ticular men—but that a great moral and social change 
is contemplated. A change which shall undermine 
our privileges civil, literary and religious ; which aims 
at prostrating our judiciary, upturning the foundations 
of our seats oflearning, and rendering the Executive, 


not the head of the State, but the tool and the creature: 


of party influence. Need we call the recollection of 
our fellow citizens to that general system of party pro- 
seriptions, which, at that time, prevailed ?—to the re- 
moval of Sheriffs, Clerks and officers of all deserip- 
tions, down to the superintendants of a prison ?—to the 
creating of a party Bank for political purposes, and 
with a view to destroy all other monied institutions ? 


~ Need we remind them of the odious mode of dividing 


election districts, not with a view to lecal conveni- 
ence, or with any regard to constitutional obligations, 
but solely to secure certainty of continuance to party 
power?—A_ political crime so new, and unheard of, 
that the terms of former speech failed in expressing its 
enormity ; and for this purpose a new name. has been 
added to our language ?—I{n the same spirit, and for 
the same purposes, the Militia were Gerrymandered. 
Need we speak of Law Officers hunting old newspa- 
pers after pretended libels, at the individual instiga- 
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tion of the Executive, and paid for these services out 


~ of monies of the State, on the mandate of that Execu- 


tive, without appropriation and in defiance of our Con- 
stitution? Shall we recal the shameful recollection of 
the days when a Bidwell had the charge of the morals 
of our State, and a Skinner the care of our Treasury 5 
or exhibit the one absconding for forgery, and the 
other a delinquent to the unexampled amount of Sev- 
enty Thousand Dollars! Let us not be deceived; nor 
believe that, because this party adopts for its candi- 
date, one, who was late a Federalist, the most abused 
by them of any in our political ranks, that therefore 
their projects of devastation are less settled, or compre- 
hensive. ‘They know well that this man thinks that 
he can guide the storm after he has risen by it. But 
they know better than he, that those, who submit, for 


“ the sake of personal purposes, to become the tools of 


men, whom they despise, soon sink even below the level 
of those, by whom they are used. To gain confidence 
with those, whose tenets they embrace, such men ever 
outgo, in party faith and party works, the most violent 
of the sect. If they faulter, they are sure to be spurn- 
ed by their new friends, and not to be accepted by 
their old. 


It will not be expected of us to enter into a detail of 
the virtues and talents of the Candidates we propose. 
Long lives devoted to virtuous efforts and patriatic 
energies are witnesses of their worth. They have 
walked, for many years before this people, in all the 
wisdom and uprightness, which is given to man. To 
continue such men in power;—to keep things,+in 
Massachusetts, as they are, and to maintain that steady 
and elevated course, which has distinguished our State, 
is absolutely certain, if the friends of order, of Peace 
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and of Commerce permit not themselves to sleep on 
their stations, or to be deluded from their watch. 


Let us then be true to ourselves; and the God, in 


whom we trust, will neither forget nor forsake us. 


JOSEPH WHITON, President. 


’ 


THOMAS GREENLEAF, Secretary. 
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